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Programme
18h30: Introduction by Moderator 
Damian Grammaticas, BBC Europe Correspondent & EU Affairs

18h35: Welcome Remarks 
MEP Bogdan Wenta, Vice President of Sport Intergroup, Development Committee Member & ACP Delegate

18h40: Keynote Address
Mrs Lerina Bright, Executive Director, Mission 89

18h45: “Contextualising Child Trafficking in Football: Forms, Factors, and Dynamics”.
Dr Serhat Yilmaz, Professor of Sports Law, Loughborough University  
Dr Eleanor Drywood, Senior Lecturer, School of Law & Social Justice, University of Liverpool

19h00: VIDEO: Interview
The Witness Experience, Matthew Edafe’s Journey.

19h05 -19h45: Moderated Panel Discussion: “A perspective of Europe’s role in addressing 
migration and trafficking in sport” 
Confirmed Speakers: Brett Clothier: Head of Athletics Integrity Unit, Roberto Branco Martins: European Football  
Agents Association, Bulent Tansel: Interpol, Chris Eaton: Law Enforcement, Paolo Bertaccini: Office of Sport, ITA GOV, 
James Johnson, FIFA, Benjamin Smith: ILO, John Dorber: Council of Europe/EPAS 

19h45: Exchange of Perspectives Q&A 
Interventions by stakeholders: Mo Samba: Football for Peace/Youth Charter UK, Philip Bob Jusu: Migration Officer, 
African Union Commission, Juliet Bawuah: Sports journalist, Mathieu Moreuil:  Premier League, Maggie Murphy:  
SIGA Director of Public Policy and Sports Integrity, Jean-Dimmy Deoboam: Kampos St. Denis, Ian Herbert: Journalist, 
Daily Mail, Cllr. Samuel Koffi-Williams, Mayor of Swale, United Kingdom

20h15: Statement from Mr Mohamed Amersi 
Social Impact Philanthropist, Founder and Chairman of the Inclusive Ventures Group and Founder and Chairman of the 
Amersi Foundation.

20h20: Call to Action
Baroness Young of Hornesy OBE, House of Lords, UK Parliament

20h30: Cocktail Reception
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Session Summaries
Introduction by Moderator: Mr Damian Grammaticas, BBC Europe Correspondent & EU Affairs

Mr Grammaticas welcomed all present to the high-level panel session hosted by the European Parliament (EP) Sport 
Intergroup and organized by Mission 89. He referenced that this 1st ever event was being held to mark the 2018 EU  
Anti-Trafficking Day which is held on a yearly basis to make both policymakers, key stakeholders and the general 
public reflect upon the response to trafficking in Europe. He remarked on the diversity and broad expertise present in 
the room which boded well for a fruitful discussion leading to concrete ideas and recommendations.

Opening Remarks: MEP Bogdan Wenta, Vice-President of the Sport Intergroup, Development 
Committee Member & ACP Delegate

MEP Wenta opened this special event and welcomed speakers and participants. He extended thanks on behalf of the 
EP Sport Intergroup to Baroness Young of Hornsey, OBE, Mission 89 and the Amersi Foundation for their engagement 
in making this event possible. He explained that the EP Sport Intergroup serves as platform for communication and 
cooperation with different interest groups such as NGOs, sport federations and involved associations within the 
domain of sport. He stressed the fact that despite the progress made in the protection of minors and young athletes, 
a more in-depth discussion between sport organisations, policymakers and other bodies was paramount; moreover, 
continued diligence of this issue was required. He stated that from the European perspective, it was crucial to create 
and raise awareness around the issue of human trafficking as related to professional sport. 

To this end, he would recommend that the Sport Intergroup table a parliamentary question to the European Commission 
to encourage debate around the issue and place trafficking in sport on the EU political agenda. Furthermore, in order 
to make a formal commitment to taking action and concretely determine how the EU could tackle the trafficking 
phenomena, the Sport Intergroup would support the idea of establishing a set of multi-stakeholder guidelines directed 
to the protection of child and youth athletes from the dangers associated with migration and trafficking in sport.  
The latter would include a roadmap to tackle child trafficking at EU level.

Keynote Address: Lerina Bright, Executive Director, Mission 89

Ms Bright acknowledged the support Mission 89 has received to date and extended a special thanks to MEP Wenta 
and the Sport Intergroup for hosting this event, as well as The Right Honourable Baroness Young of Hornsey,  
Mr Mohamed Amersi of The Amersi Foundation and the Oak Foundation. She stated that the 2030 new Global Agenda 
was about raising voices, acting and enabling implementation; in fact, what Mission 89 is equally about. 

She recognized the positive impact that sports could have on issues of human rights and social justice. The 
intersection of sport and human trafficking were two fields not always discussed side-by-side;hence such a gathering 
was vital to address these complex and complicated phenomena. She stated that trafficking in sport was multifarious 
in nature, be it within the context of sport, migration, economics, or politics; therefore, a global issue and a societal 
challenge. She stressed that law enforcement had a key role to play in mitigating the magnitude of the problem and 
underlined that trafficking should be seen as a mature and developed business model. 

Ms Bright expounded that everyone in the room was in a position of power to contribute to changing this situation. 
In terms of EU involvement, there was the dramatic weight of Europe’s attractiveness for youth athletes, creating a 
responsibility to re-open a discussion inside the Parliament on trafficking in sport, to be debated until a structured and 
sustainable solution could be proposed. 
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She pointed out that Mission 89 was solution-oriented in its approach and acted as a facilitator of a process involving 
research, education and advocacy. Within a short period of time, Mission 89 had successfully partnered with other 
organizations and NGOs to deliver workshops and training at grassroots level. Currently, Mission 89 was in the process 
of conceptualizing digital learning platforms and use of technology to develop a mobile app to inform and educate  
on trafficking in sport, provide life skills and vocational training modules. She touched on the pilot programs of  
Mission 89’s #NOTINOURGAME campaign that had been run in Nigeria and Kenya earlier this month and would also  
take place in Genoa (ITA). 

She encouraged a tangible response and proposed that an international working group be created to bring together 
legitimate shareholders under EU-guidance. This International Task Force against trafficking in Sport could be 
coordinated by Mission 89 and would be instrumental in bringing together key players. In relation to the development 
and transfer of athletes, she recommended that a risk assessment of involved stakeholders be conducted to identify 
risks, opportunities and priorities for actions against child trafficking and subsequently to move forward towards a 
clear and operational policy that explicitly prohibits child trafficking. 



#NOTINOURGAME

-7-

“Contextualising Child Trafficking in Football - Forms, Factors and Dynamics”:  
Dr Serhat Yilmaz, Professor of Sports Law, Loughborough University; Dr Eleanor Drywood,  
Senior Lecturer School of Law and Social Justice, University of Liverpool

Dr Yilmaz explained that his group approached the trafficking phenomenon from a contextual (i.e. regulatory and 
governance perspective), as well as a conceptual (i.e. humanistic and rights perspective) angle.,  He pointed out that 
the interdisciplinary nature of the research group’s collaboration and team make-up was an important component 
to understand the 360° complexity of trafficking. He recognized the other members of the team: Dr Eleanor Drywood 
(immigration law and child rights), James Esson (human geography and migratory process of human beings), 
Carolynne Mason (youth participation in sport and safeguarding measures taken in particular by third sector 
organisations) and Paul Darby (immigration trends from Africa to Europe).

Dr Yilmaz referenced that a large part of available data on the subject was based on media reports and involved a  
case study approach that typically featured one victim or group of victims. Limited insight was given to the actuality  
of regulated or fake intermediary agents; thereby, putting in question sometimes the quantitative, verifiable data.  
The need to review these phenomena from a wider context such as looking at socio-economic factors, actors involved 
in the process (e.g. sport academies both in the country of origin, as well as the destination country, clubs, governing 
bodies and their associated rules, immigration frameworks). He stated that a future research agenda should include 
how a coordinated and collective response to this issue can be developed.

Dr Drywood explained the different stages involved in what the research group has identified as the cyclical trafficking 
pathway.She referenced the Palmero Protocol which defined the international legal understanding of trafficking.   
She differentiated between ‘trafficking in football’ where the outcome is a contract with a club, from ‘trafficking 
through football’, where no contract is secured nor intended to be secured. She pointed out the complexity of the 
phenomenon and stated that trafficking was a cross-border phenomenon, it was multi-jurisdictional, it involved 
young people transitioning between different legal systems, be it different domestic legal systems, but also EU and 
international frameworks. 

She commented that a significant complication was that this issue is partly regulated by sports governance bodies 
(e.g. FIFA ban on the international transfer of minors which does not fully address the scope of the problem) to a 
state responsibility framework. There was a strong and multi-factorial case in the EU assuming a more pro-active role 
within this sphere. It was imperative to understand how in this case child protection systems failed young people, 
how criminal law should be better enforced, how gaps in immigration law allowed trafficking to happen, as well as 
reflect on monitoring of trafficking frameworks. Finally, all of the above needed to be understood within wider socio-
economic factors, influencing decisions on migration and on pursuing a career in football. She also flagged some of the 
soft law measures, both in children’s rights and the sports governance framework as ways the EU could play a role in 
addressing this issue.

Dr Serhat concluded by stating that a future research agenda should include how a coordinated and collective 
response to this issue could be developed. This should be based on a transnational and multi-sectorial framework and 
putting the best interest of children at the core of solutions. For example, how can a robust and right-based approach 
within sport, in order to protect and safeguard the rights of children, be incorporated. How can we identify good 
practices and ensure that these good practices are widely adopted within the industry?
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Matthew Hall: Executive Board Member, Communications, Mission 89

Mr Hall introduced the video message from Matthew Edafe and remarked that the topical issue of trafficking was often 
the subject of ‘silent’ victims, people who do not want to talk about their experiences for many different reasons.  
His message was very simple and impactful - that the participants had the power and the influence to ensure that the 
next generation of athletes from Africa and around the world were no longer exploited and endangered. 

“The Witness Experience, Matthew Edafe’s Journey”

Mr Edafe expressed his appreciation to be addressing the forum remotely and through technological means. His story 
began in 1999 when he was a victim of the trafficking menace; a story that touches on many of the issues surrounding 
this phenomenon such as fake agents, debt bondage and the dreams that are sold to young people in Africa.  
Since this time, he had been active in trying to help those who have been ‘tricked’ and gone down a similar route.  
He pointed out that the majority of the victims are people from poorer countries such as the west coast of Africa.  
Big names and sporting heroes were ‘name-dropped’ by sham agents to authenticate a claim of football success.  
He compared the modern-day challenge of trafficking to diseases such as Ebola and Malaria and remarked that in the 
last 15 years the trafficking numbers were rising rapidly. 

He urged the need to speak out on this subject, to disseminate information on a lawful and safe process to follow one’s 
youthful dreams. “It is no longer the time to sit around in the boardrooms and offices affixing signatures on documents, 
this is time for us to go on a mission to ensure that the beautiful game of football is not made ugly!”
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Panel Summaries
Chris Eaton: Law Enforcement, Former Director of International Centre for Sport Security

Mr Eaton stressed that the sports world which had done very well in the global sports commodity had in parallel  
a responsibility to function as a good citizen of society. He pointed out that the reality was that sporting bodies  
should regulate the most vulnerable element of their mission; specifically, in relation to children and young persons. 
He further added that sport governing bodies should be under equal scrutiny by governmental agencies; that relevant 
regulations, quality control, and registration of players’ agents should be in place and accessible by the main public. 
Also, training camps and schools were extremely vulnerable for misuse and currently established without any 
supervision of third parties. 

In response to the query, whether the role of sport is to govern itself or should government be involved, he stated that 
trafficking was a crime and this was a government responsibility. He remarked that governments were late to come to the 
table with legislation to regulate, abusive and criminal behavior within sport. In this regard, he referenced the offences 
of match fixing.  On the flip side, he added that most sports organizations would not survive without major government 
support; thus, there was no justification for the often-heard statement that sports bodies are ‘self-regulating’.

He suggested that FIFA and the associated confederations take the opportunity to establish an authenticated football 
registry and regulate the issue of training camps and youth education centers or academies. He stated that the EU 
was well placed to create an International Task Force combining Interpol, Europol and if possible, national police forces 
of Africa, y to collect reliable facts about the magnitude of the problem, both in the countries of departure and the 
countries of target and support required actions to mitigate the problem. 

James Johnson: Head of Professional Football, FIFA

Mr Johnson stated that a priority of the ‘new’ FIFA was to undergo a complete reform of the entire transfer system.  
A discussion on minors, and their movement was part of that broader review between major stakeholders. Moreover, 
that a recent decision of the Football Stakeholders Committee was the creation of a ‘clearing house’ to examine 
transfers that do occur and a further component was regulation of agents. One of the initial actions of the Task Force 
was to study in retrospect the original objectives of the regulations and statutes related to the transfer of players.  
In 2001, when adopted, the idea was to ensure that young people were looked after properly and that training facilities 
and the environment of young players were of the highest quality. The value of the family environment was also 
recognized and taken into account. He remarked that the sporting industry had changed from the onset and how the 
rules that were adopted in 2018 may have had an impact, negative or positive. 

He pointed out that the current discussions on minors were at a preliminary juncture at this point. On the social 
side, there were serious cases of child trafficking identified by the Task Force. Additionally, there were young players 
transferred to substandard employers (e.g. clubs having a track record of not even paying their players). On the 
sporting side, the issue of different rules applying to different parts of the world was also one of the considerations 
of the Task Force. The latter had created a distortion in the market for players and clubs. In this light, it was important 
to find a better balance between the protection of the player and allowing players to have the opportunity to pursue 
a career. This meant finding a potential harmonization of the transfer and movement rules.. Interestingly, sometimes 
rules were used to pursue other agendas, such as clubs implementing the rules because it restricted the movement  
of players, whereas player representatives preferred to change the rule, because it ‘liberates the market’.
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In summation and as it related to FIFA action points, Mr Johnson explained that, in his view, putting the child,  
the young person at the ‘heart of the rules’ had first priority. Secondly, he commented that coordination with and 
between governments was, in his view, very important (e.g. a better collaboration between sport governing bodies 
and governmental authorities). Clearly, child trafficking was an issue in the sport and a combined approach between 
government and sporting bodies was required to tackle this issue. Thirdly, the EU rules in regard to nationality  
and movement should equally apply to players (between EU member-states, and from outside if they hold a  
‘dual nationality’). The adoption of initial measures at the Football Stakeholders Committee level was in force as of 
September this year; this included a framework around agents. A licensing system for agents and an accreditation 
system for clubs was still being discussed. In terms of timing and translation into a regulatory framework, FIFA aimed 
to introduce these measures for the 2021 European season.

Brett Clothier: Executive Director, Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU)

Mr Clothier remarked that the maturation of the trafficking issue within Athletics was of a lower significance, possibly 
due to the fact that Athletics functioned at a lower economic level compared to for instance, football. Nonetheless 
the issue was a serious risk on the horizon. He referred to the corruption scandal that IAAF had a couple of years 
ago; consequently, it went through a constitutional reform process whereby the AIU was created as an independent 
body to govern all integrity issues in the sport. Moreover, the AIU’s autonomy was enshrined in the Constitution and 
from a reporting perspective functioned as an independent board, thereby at liberty to pursue investigations and 
cases without interference by the commercial interests of the sport. Sports should have an absolute responsibility to 
take ownership of their own integrity, and could not lean solely on law enforcement and governments to do the work. 
Sporting solutions today were complex and transnational challenges needed to be addressed and refined as sport, 
government, law enforcement, etc. should join forces for the common good. 

He stated that Athletics was an international sport with Africa in particular being a very rich source of talent.  
He mentioned that two areas of risk had been identified. The first was the transfer of allegiance of African athletes 
being recruited to run for other countries for the ‘glory of having gold medals’ in their name. He pointed out that 
the regulations in Athletics were not robust enough to stop this occurrence. This had resulted in a ‘transfer freeze’ 
from the start of 2017, which had only recently been undone with a new framework in place. Every single transfer 
was scrutinized by a panel nominated to ensure that the transfer was legitimate. This enhanced framework allowed 
Athletics to police the transfer risk and monitor post-transfer careers; The second area of risk involved ‘road races’ 
which happened to be a lucrative area of Athletics. This entailed athletes, in particular from East Africa, running on 
a worldwide scale in mass participation races. He pointed out that in East African countries, Kenya being a prime 
example, there are well over 1000 athletes who can financially benefit from these events. However, they were ‘ripe for 
exploitation’ by agents and the Catch-22 was that the opportunity for these athletes to participate in such races often 
times relied on agents, a vulnerability for Athletics. 

Zelfiki Ngoufonja: Former Senior Manager for Development Programmes Africa, FIFA

Mr Ngoufonja remarked that this platform filled a much-needed gap in addressing the topic of child trafficking. His work 
from the angle of humanitarian interventions led him to believe that there were three bodies of great importance within 
this playing field: (i) the sport regulators (ii) the governments, and (iii) the physiological and psychological environment 
of the child. The latter was a crucial element to be considered from a vulnerability perspective due to lack of education. 
“The success of African footballers is being used to sell success to African children” He reiterated that the prospect 
of receiving a professional amount of money was tempting to many families, even if the story for us (on the other side) 
seemed ‘too good to be true’. 
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He stressed that all meeting participants should make an effort to work more closely together; at this point, positive 
initiatives lacked proper coordination. A coordinated consensus on an Action Plan to address child trafficking 
worldwide should be a priority outcome of this assembly. He was pleased to hear from FIFA that loopholes in the 
regulations were being addressed in the course of the organizational reform process. He identified that a more 
stringent process needed to be put in place in the obtainment of passports or travel documents as it related to children 
and youth. 

Philip Jusu: Migration Officer, African Union (AU), Brussels Office

Mr Jusu tabled four issues that he thought missing in the broader discussion: (i) child-trafficking should not be 
separated from the wider trafficking phenomenon; (ii) the intersecting role of government and sport, where a general 
desire for autonomy of sport would be put to the test when proposals were made for FIFA accreditation of education-
based frameworks (i.e. schools). How would this thinking align with government non-interference when education  
was predominately overseen and funded by governments?; (iii) the utilization of social media and technology;  
(iv) traffickers and trafficking networks were economically solvent, they could influence decisions, they could buy 
politicians, they could bribe immigration authorities. 
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Mamadou Samba: Representing Youth Charter UK (Football for Peace Ambassador)

Mr Samba informed that Youth Charter UK had been conducting intensive research related to Africa and relevant 
sporting issues for the past decade. He managed 17 Premier League players and had developed a replicable model for 
personal management within the Youth Charter framework that went beyond the work of agents related to athlete 
movement and transfer. The field research conducted to date involved a sample group of 20’000 parents and kids.  
The results showed that lack of education within this cohort group was glaringly obvious; thereby adding to the 
manifested challenges of the trafficking phenomena. He also pointed out that the use of social media, by high-level 
athletes to ‘push-out’ messages to children in Africa on the risks and dangers involved, was a slippery slope. The point 
being that if an athlete used a social media platform, they could get fined by their team. The need to remove these 
restrictions should be confronted and he would be ready and willing to serve as a contact point and orchestrate a 
successful campaign to push out messages to youth from high profile personalities and professional athletes. 

Mr Samba encouraged the assembly to include as one of its recommendations the utilization of current technological 
platforms, as well as reaching out and making education accessible through e-learning modules. Moreover,  
he suggested that the speaker platform that was created today, be used to gather data within their domains and 
establish a meeting on a biennial or triennial basis to share, unite the data and define the best practices.  

Jean-Dimmy Jeoboam: Vice-President, Association Kampos Saint Denis Football Academy 

Mr Jeoboam exclaimed that destroying a child’s dream was a villainous crime and remarked that fake agents exploit 
the weakness of governments having other priorities. The Kampos Saint Denis Football Academy had been established 
in 2005 to provide moral and mental support through education delivered via physical activity, sport and playful 
games. The gravity of the situation was a day-to-day reality at Kampos Saint Denis, as the children participating had 
been ‘abandoned’ in a foreign country and had nowhere to turn to. He stated that European institutions (e.g. FIFA, 
UEFA) and the AU needed to work closely together and could not leave the problem to national federations alone, 
because African federations would try to fix problems only related to national teams. The majority of kids did not have 
the opportunity or potentially the technical level of playing for a national team, nor did they have the chance of playing 
on a good football pitch, access to to good schools or qualified education.

Mr Jeoboam concluded with the following words which served as a guiding rule for the youngsters of St. Denis:  
“The mistakes you make in life allow you to learn, because if you don’t make mistakes you will never know how to 
improve yourself in order to be ready when that same situation faces you again”.

Mathieu Moreuil: Director of International Football Relations and EU Affairs, Premier League

Mr Moreuil explained that the Premier League (PL) was a limited UK company owned by the clubs and the Organizer 
of top football in England and Wales. Understandably, there was a special relationship with FIFA. The PL was heavily 
regulated by the UK government and EU regulatory institutions. He stated that the organization was operating under 
the rule of law in place and was alert to the issue of young people dreaming of playing in Europe. In its leadership role, 
the PL were tightening their rules for any transfer of young players, based on age appropriateness and the associated 
time and distance rules Moreover, the PL was engaged at community level and partnered with external organizations 
such as Sport for Freedom and other NGOs to act on education initiatives and safeguarding frameworks, to ensure that 
strict compliance mechanisms were respected. He also explained that when a young player was recruited, the PL club 
was committed to offer full-time, fully-funded education programs.  
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Juliet Bawuah: Sports Journalist, Ghana

Ms Bawuah referred to a documentary that she had produced in 2012 on rogue football agents. The focus was on  
five players from the region. Importantly, initial contact from the ‘agent’ was made via Facebook; they confiscated  
from the players USD 1’000 with the promise of taking them to Bulgaria whereupon they would receive official visas. 
They traveled via Libya to Dubai and spent almost one week in Dubai before they realized they had been duped.  
She pointed out that awareness raising and education was key to prepare young aspiring athletes for the risks 
involved, to identify the various stages of trafficking, etc. 

She advised that social media had to be considered a crucial component in contacting and recruiting young aspiring 
athletes. Therefore, young people should be educated that online platforms for player recruitment needed to be 
supervised by experts.

Mr Roberto Branco Martins: Secretary General, European Football Agents Association  
(delivered by Ms Allison Hatch, Representative of EFAA)

Ms Hatch explained that the EFAA was a collective representation organization for member national agent 
associations. It was established in 2007 with the goal of harmonizing the accreditation system for agents in the 
transfer system, so that they could safely operate in different markets. EFAA’s membership was comprised of national 
agents’ associations in Europe and affiliated associations from across the world. The EFAA network of affiliates 
comprised over 1,000 professionally organised players’ agents.

She mentioned that an important theme was the re-regulation of the transfer system. Key was that EFAA completely 
stands behind bringing back the required licensing of agents, quality checks on agents be encapsulated in a robust 
system and establishing an accreditation system. At present, EFAA’s member associations had internal codes of 
conduct, as well as education schemes that they had to comply with.  At present, EFAA did not have an official 
standing and international capacity when it comes to stakeholder regulations and discussions with government 
associations and football supporting government bodies; however, it was working on becoming an official 
representative body for agents. 

She stated that a priority for EFAA in terms of child trafficking was raising awareness and empowering agents to  
act in the best interests of the players, transfer of knowledge on how to tactically enter into discussions with agents 
on the business side and when needed the responsibility of a professional agent  point out alternative future EFAA 
was in the process of launching an agent initiative to address and tackle these educational issues within the project, 
“Control Your Goal”. EFAA was open to a joint collaboration on field initiatives and would welcome partnering with 
governmental bodies, NGOs or other sporting bodies.

Benjamin Smith: Senior Specialist Child Labour, ILO

Mr Smith agreed with the thinking that the issue of trafficking had to be tackled in a wider context. He mentioned that 
the ILO produced estimates on a quadrennial basis and the most recent estimate communicated in 2016 indicated that 
there were 4.5 million children currently in forced labour; many of them had been trafficked. He noted the two primary 
frameworks that the ILO had put in place to tackle trafficking: One was the ILO system of conventions that countries 
ratified; upon ratification, they were committed to report on the implementation of those treaties. He stated that as a 
tripartite organization, worker and employer organizations, as well as governments were a part and parcel of the ILO 
governing body and had access and commentary rights to such reports. He provided a real-time example of how the 
control mechanism worked. The second area where ILO could play an important role was in technical assistance to 
help with rehabilitation of victims of trafficking.
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John Dorber: Council of Europe (COE), Adviser on Sport and Migration to EPAS

Mr Dorber stated that the Council of Europe was an organization which was based around democracy, rule of law and 
on human rights. This mission clearly intersected with the world of sport, and this was where the partial agreement 
on sport came into play. Within the discussion taking place, the COE viewed the issue of child trafficking in sport 
within the broader context of trafficking and addressed this within its Convention against trafficking in human beings. 
Thus, through this implementation framework, concrete recommendations could be made to member countries on a 
continual basis. Mr Dorber provided the example of how such an advisory role would work by training staff in clubs to 
identify trafficking victims and thus direct such victims to the relevant services. Moreover, taking into consideration 
the importance of a preventative approach, the COE could and did work on protecting people when they had been 
trafficked. A main issue was, what protection was being given to trafficking victims, and how could they be included in 
society afterwards. 

He remarked that from a COE contributing perspective, the Children’s Rights Division Action Plan 2016-2021 would be 
an important tool and resource; there would be a monitoring of how these recommendations were taken up by member 
states and then working with them to ensure that it got enacted upon more fully.

Bulent Tansel: Criminal Intelligence Officer, Vulnerable Communities, INTERPOL

Mr Tansel reported on Interpol’s approach in tackling the combined scourge of human trafficking and people smuggling. 
This was centered around raising awareness globally and operationally focused on a victim-based approach in 
collaboration with multiple stakeholder organizations. He interacted with frontline staff such as police officers, customs 
personnel and/or airport authorities. Within the scope of the Interpol training, attention was focused on the interview 
process, since the victims/children were routinely found to be in a traumatized condition. Mr Tansel referenced a number 
of operations (e.g. Libertas) whereby victims were rescued and criminals were arrested in Latin America. 

He also spoke of the human trafficking expert network that was developed under the umbrella of Interpol. In addition, 
Interpol collected information from member countries on the various forms of trafficking and ran anti-trafficking 
projects in different regions of the world, as well a repository of nominal databases developing standard operating 
procedures and cooperation between trafficked human beings, experts and private sector companies. 

He concluded by stating that as an action point, Interpol was eager to cooperate and support through exchange of detailed 
information about the phenomenon of child trafficking in sport to launch cooperative trainings and regional projects.  

Ian Herbert: Journalist, Daily Mail UK

Mr Herbert stated that he had written on the topic of trafficking for the Independent and currently worked for the Daily 
Mail and the Daily Mail Sunday titles. He referenced the points put forward earlier in the discussion with a journalist 
narrative and the associated problems which featured one or two victims as a human-interest story and promptly 
disappearing off the radar. 

He emphasized that from a media perspective there was a need for a deeper understanding of the complex 
functionalities of agents or intermediaries and trafficking networks. He invited participants to help him to obtain a 
better understanding so that he and other journalists could hone in on the issue, making it newsworthy and lifting it 
through the media sector for action.
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Maggie Murphy: Director of Public Policy and Sport Integrity, SIGA

Ms Murphy stated that within the sports world there was a lot of talk about needing “good governance” and 
“integrity”. However, these theoretical concepts could feel ambiguous for clubs and associations trying to implement 
them. SIGA was in the process of developing a set of universal standards that would help break down those elements 
of integrity and governance into concrete action points; staggered into bronze, silver and gold categories.  
SIGA Universal Standards were already in place for financial integrity, good governance and sports betting integrity, 
but new ones were also being developed for youth development and child protection. They had been based on several 
years of work and focused on four particular areas: recruitment, training, education and protection. She remarked that 
the area on recruitment was probably most relevant to the discussion here. The standards looked at areas around 
rules for governing, scouting or recruitment and transfers of young athletes, ensuring enforcement and sanctions 
when necessary as well. Hence, the standards as a whole were designed to protect young athletes from sexual, 
mental and physical abuse throughout that process.

Ms Murphy put forward a proposal on behalf of SIGA to support the work currently being conducted on finalization  
of a set of universal standards that would help break down the elements of integrity and governance to concrete 
action points. 

Paolo Bertaccini: Advisor to the Italian Government, Office for Sport

Mr Bertaccini remarked that this assembly epitomized an embryonic platform to act in a targeted manner on the 
problem of trafficking in sport. He mentioned that from the European point of view, the autonomy of sport was not 
the issue today and was a construct that should be maintained. Governments were somehow marginal for today’s 
discussion; however, there was growing attention from governments on the issue. In the recent G20 meeting held 
in Paris, an extended discussion on organized crime and other crimes related to sport took place. He explained that 
potential criminals were very much aware of the pros and cons of being connected to the world of sport. However, 
international sport bodies and governments were not sufficiently aware of trafficking so that was where the EP 
Sport Intergroup and participants should be heading – raising awareness and delivering educational programs about 
trafficking in sport. These complex crimes could not be combatted except by involvement of governments and well-
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trained law enforcement agencies. There was a need for sport governing bodies to open up and closely cooperate with 
law enforcement to effectively make the change. He also added that the Conference of States Parties (COSP7) which 
took place last year in Vienna during the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) had ratified the resolution for 
combatting corruption in sport. A similar pathway has been followed during the COSP9. 

Mr Bertaccini made the following suggestions: the Italian government, alongside Japan and Senegal was Chairing the 
Action Line 3 from the Kazan Action Plan (KAP) concerning sports integrity and would push to integrate the issue of 
trafficking in the MINEPS meeting agenda. In addition, he underlined that sport governing bodies should be open to 
cooperate with crime specialists and law enforcement to combat the issue of trafficking. 

Mohamed Amersi: Chairman, The Amersi Foundation

Mr Amersi expressed his appreciation for having the opportunity to support this ground-breaking gathering. He shared 
his perspective on the wider context of modern-day slavery based on the work that his Foundation conducted in this 
domain. The literature showed that slavery currently was the second largest criminal crime after narcotics and the 
fastest growing crime in the world. It was a great human rights tragedy of the modern-day era, causing widespread 
suffering to both adults and children. In fact, over the past five years alone, 89 million people worldwide experienced 
some form of modern slavery for time periods, ranging from a few days to an entirety of five years. He queried why 
such a monumental human rights catastrophe went unnoticed by the masses? That was because it disproportionately 
affected the most marginalized and vulnerable members of society. He highlighted some statistics recently reported 
by the ILO, Walk Free Foundation and the IMO: In 2016 an estimated 40.3 million people were living in modern slavery 
at any point in time; 70-percent of the 40.3 million slaves were women and girls; there are 5.4 victims of modern-day 
slavery for every 1,000 people in the world.

He mentioned that the US was the largest importer of at-risk slave made products, followed by Europe. The above 
statistics were a gross underestimation since it was impossible to conduct surveys in areas where slavery 
thrives including major conflicts, highly repressive regimes and where there had been a breakdown of institutional 
governance. In the highest GDP countries, occurrence of modern slavery was also higher than previously thought. 
Highly-developed countries and their supply chains had to recognize that slavery beginning in one nation will 
inevitably cross borders into other countries when slave-produced items and slaves were traded in the global 
marketplace. He shared ground initiatives of the Amersi Foundation which included among others: the Satyarthi 
Foundation, the Human Thread Foundation, the Unchain Foundation, the Vatican and the Church of England, as well as 
the British Academy, the UK Government and the One Young World Initiative based in The Netherlands. 

He commented that the international community could not continue to be complacent and had to increase its efforts to 
put words into practical action.
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Councillor Samuel Koffi-Williams: The Mayor of Swale, UK 

Councillor Koffi-Williams stated that he was keen to see that the assembly went beyond platitudes and recognized 
that it was a time for action. He believed that the powerhouses, subject matter and regulatory specialists, the united 
voices and the professional network were in the room ready to ACT. He emphasized that migration was supposed to be 
a choice, but extreme poverty and the deficient of basic human rights had compromised this freedom. Trafficking had 
been growing in the last decades and had become a professionalized and business to be reckoned with; disguising 
itself by using sports, with big corporations and multinationals involved in this market. Floodgates were being opened 
up for documents fraud, money laundering, gang cultures. 

He interjected that digital learning and the use of social media penetration into the African educational system, be it 
in a formal or informal setting, would have a far-reaching effect to raise awareness about trafficking and establish 
special help desks for verification of documents such as invitations for trials and contracts abroad. He strongly felt 
that the recognized bodies like FIFA and the international sport federations were well placed and step up their game to 
put in place regulations and an impactful safeguarding framework to check-mate the ‘poachers’. He stressed that not 
only boys and men were the dupes of trafficking in sport, there were girls and women footballers who were also being 
targeted in these crimes. He concluded with the plea to ‘not let down our future generations’.
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Baroness Young of Hornsey, OBE: House of Lords, UK Parliament

Baroness Young stated that it was absolutely vital to acknowledge the phenomenon of trafficking related to children 
and youth, as one affecting a variety of sectors in industry. She pointed to her particular involvement within the 
fashion industry and the case that girls were lured into trafficking situations through fashion, the promise of becoming 
a model or working in the beauty industry. She believed that the point of departure was through a cross-sectoral 
exchange of information, whereby the necessary factual knowledge and implementation strategies were required to 
design effective policies for each sector. 

She referenced her work and the framework of the UK Modern Slavery Act of 2015, Section 54 on transparency in 
supply chains; wherein the sport industries’ production of goods was a crucial part of the challenge. Whenever 
products and services were involved, there was bound to be some risk of modern slavery, exploitative or abusive labor. 
Legislation could be a blunt instrument and sometimes governments needed the voices of diverse stakeholders to 
come to the right decision and do the right thing. Hence, more concrete legislation had to be developed and adapted, 
forming the legal basis for effective prosecution and prevention. She emphasized that it was our responsibility, 
especially as the ones sitting at the control levers, to collectively face the atrocities that ruin young, individual lives. 
She indicated that by her calculation based on statistics in this area, close to 300 people had been moved into 
trafficking or modern slavery situations during this panel discussion. Baroness Young stated that in her role today to 
deliver the call to action, she would request that: (i) we need to stand up and say NOTINOURGAME, (ii) cross-sectoral 
collaboration was a priority; time for contemplation and in-depth analysis versus piece-meal actions should be the 
order of the day; this assembly should reconvene in six months to discuss the actions taken by each group and sector.

In closing, she commented that this forum had been a big step in bringing together important stakeholders and should 
be used to engage further cooperation and commit ourselves for a positive change and striving for effective results.
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Forum Outcomes:  
Action points and recommendations
The Forum further established the existing goodwill amongst all participants. It was voiced that the international 
community could not continue to be complacent and had to increase its efforts to put words into practical action. 
There was consensus on the need to stand up and acknowledge the NOTINOURGAME message, take a cross-sectoral 
collaboration as a priority for progress, and the need for contemplation and a strategic analysis versus piece-meal 
actions. It was agreed that the assembly should reconvene in six months to discuss the actions taken by each group 
and sector.

1. The European Parliament Sport Intergroup will table a parliamentary question to the European Commission to 
place trafficking in sport on the EU political agenda. In order to make a formal commitment to taking action and 
have the EU concretely tackle the trafficking phenomena, the idea of establishing a set of multi-stakeholder 
guidelines directed to the protection of children and youth athletes from the dangers associated with migration 
and trafficking in sport will be tabled; the latter should include a roadmap to tackle child trafficking at EU level;

2. An international working group be created to bring together legitimate shareholders under EU-guidance.  
This International Task Force against trafficking in Sport could be coordinated by Mission 89. In relation to the 
development and transfer of athletes, a risk assessment of involved stakeholders be conducted to identify risks, 
opportunities and priorities for actions against child trafficking and subsequently to move forward towards a clear 
and operational policy that explicitly prohibits child trafficking;

3. A future research agenda should be based on a transnational and multi-sectorial framework and putting the best 
interest of children at the core of solutions. For example, how can a robust and right-based approach within sport, 
in order to protect and safeguard the rights of children, be incorporated. Good practices must be identified and 
ensured that these good practices are widely adopted within the industry;

4. FIFA and the associated confederations should take the opportunity to establish an authenticated football registry 
and regulate the issue of training camps and youth education centers or academies. The EU is well placed to 
create an International Task Force combining Interpol, Europol and if possible, national police forces of Africa, 
firstly to collect reliable facts about the magnitude of the problem, both in the countries of departure and the 
countries of target and secondly to support the required actions;

5. Child trafficking is clearly an issue in the sport and a combined approach between government and sporting 
bodies is required to tackle this issue and result in a harmonization of relevant rules. The EU regulations in regard to 
nationality and movement should equally apply to players between EU member-states, and from outside the EU in 
case of a ‘dual nationality’; 

6. A coordinated consensus on the development of an Action Plan to address child trafficking worldwide. In addition, 
a more stringent process needs to be put in place in the obtainment of passports or travel documents as it related 
to children and youth;

7. Digital learning and the use of social media penetration into the African educational system, be it in a formal or 
informal setting, will have a far-reaching effect to raise awareness about trafficking. In addition, special help desks 
should be established for verification of documents such as invitations for trials and contracts abroad.  
(See also point 9);
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8. The speaker platform created during the meeting be used to gather data within their domains and establish a 
meeting on a biennial or triennial basis to share, unite the data and define the best practices.

9. Social media have to be considered as a crucial component in contacting and recruiting young aspiring athletes. 
Note that the dangers of misuse by rogue agents is prevalent. Therefore, young people must be educated that 
online platforms for player recruitment needed to be supervised by validated experts;

10. International and sporting organizations having the authority and mandate should use their influence in  
securing that sport is used to concretely combat the issue of child trafficking from a sporting perspective but also 
in a wider context;

11. The Children’s Rights Division Action Plan 2016-2021 (Council of Europe) will be an important tool and resource;

12. Interpol and other law enforcement agencies should cooperate and support progress through exchange of detailed 
information about the phenomenon of child trafficking in sport;

13. From a media perspective there is a need for a deeper understanding of the complex functionalities of agents or 
intermediaries and trafficking networks. Obtaining a better understanding of the trafficking issue so journalism 
could hone in on the topic, making it newsworthy and lifting it through the media sector for action;

14. Action Line 3 from the Kazan Action Plan (KAP) concerning sports integrity should be leveraged to place the issue 
of trafficking on the MINEPS meeting agenda.  
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